ILLINOIS  CONSTITUTION

HISTORY

___ constitutions


Dec. 3, 1818



Ill. Became ___________

1848


1870



Lasted 100 yrs.


Dec. 15, 1970



________ ________________

Preamble

Introduced and Describes __________ of IL Constitution
Provides for…
A.________, _________, and __________ of people

B._____________ and _________ government

C. elimination of ___________ and inequality

D. ________, social, and ___________ justice

E. the fullest development of each ________________

F. domestic ______________

G. the common ______________

Article I: Bill of Rights


____ sections

1st-10 comparable to U.S. Constitution

11. Penalties for crimes based on:

___________ of offense______________
14. Protection from imprisonment for _________ (w/ exceptions)

Refusal to put up __________ for payment

15. Right of ___________ __________
_____ _________ for property needed for public use

17. Protection from __________________
Employment 

Housing

18. Protection from __________ ________________ by:

State govt.

Local govt.

School dist.

19. Protection from discrimination of the ____________________
Mental or physical

For housing or employment

20. Protection against ____________ based on hate

______ ____________ (racism) 

ARTICLE II

POWERS OF THE STATE

Distinct ____________ are divided among:

_____________ Branch
_____________Branch
_____________Branch

http://www.state.il.us/court/kids/il_govt/3_Branches.asp 
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ARTICLE III

SUFFRAGE & ELECTIONS

Voting requirements in Illinois


_____________

_______________
State _______________for at least 30 days

______________ of voting rights


Convicted _________
Residents ______________ institutions

Rights may be restored after serving ____________
Definition of general elections

General Assembly chosen in ________ numbered years

_____________ following the ______ _________ in November

ARTICLE IV

The Legislative Branch

General Assembly


Senate



One senator / district




47th District





John Sullivan



59 legislative districts

As equal as possible in population

State House of Representatives



One rep. / district




93rd District





Jil Tracy



118 rep. districts

Senate terms


4 & 2 yrs.


10 yr. Rotation

District Divided into 3 groups


4-4-2


4-2-4


2-4-4

Terms of Representatives


Two years

Requirements for representatives & Senators


U.S. citizen


21 years old

2 year resident of district represented

Redistricting

General Assembly must redistrict every 10 yrs.


(following the census)

To keep up with population changes


Districts must be:



Compact



Contiguous

Relatively equal in population

Elections & Sessions

Elections in even numbered years

Session begins 2nd Wednesday in January

Organization

A majority of elected members equals a quorum

Speaker presides over the House 

Pres. Of Senate presides over the Senate

Each house sets its own rules

Members can be expelled by 2/3 vote of the membership

Non-members attending the General Assembly may be jailed for:


Disrespect

Disorderly or contemptuous behavior


Jailed for only 24 hours

Unless behavior continues

Rules for Passing Laws

Laws only originate as bills

Bills may originate in either house

May be amended or rejected by other house

Passage requires majority vote of elected members of each house

Bills may only be passed by a record vote


Yay or nay



Entered in journal

Each bill must be read by title

On 3 different days in each house

Bills must deal w/ one subject only

Speaker & Pres. of Senate must sign each bill before sending to Governor

Governor approval

Signs it & becomes law

Veto Procedure

Gov. returns bill to originating house w/ objections

If not returned w/in 60 days, becomes law w/o signature

3/5 vote in both houses to override veto


Line item veto

Veto certain items & rest becomes law

3/5 vote of both houses to override line item veto

Reduction veto (appropriation bills  expenditures)

Gov. may veto one or more items

Amendatory Veto

Gov. returns bill with suggestions & recommendations for changes

Effective dates for laws

July 1st of next calendar year

Impeachment

Investigation conducted by House of Rep. for:

Executive & judicial officials

Chief Justice of State Supreme Court presides over the impeachment of Gov.

ARTICLE V

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Governor 


Patrick Quinn
Lieutenant Governor


Sheila Simon

Attorney General


Lisa Madigan

Secretary of State


Jesse White
Comptroller


Judy Barr Topinka
Treasurer


Dan Rutherford
Terms & Eligibility

Elected in even numbered non-presidential years

4 year terms

Qualifications


U.S. citizen


25 years old

3 yr. Resident of state prior to election

Order of Succession


Governor


Lt. Governor


Attorney General


Secretary of State

Duties of Executive Officers

Lt. Governor

Performs duties assigned by the Governor

Attorney General

Chief legal officer of the state

Secretary of State

Keeps & maintains official records of all actions of the General Assembly & Executive

Keeper of the Great Seal of the State of Illinois


Drivers license

Comptroller

Maintains state financial accounts

Authorizes all state payments from funds held by the State Treasurer

Treasurer

Responsible for investing & safekeeping of state funds

Disperses all state payments

ARTICLE VI

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

3 levels of courts in Illinois


Supreme Court


Appellate Court


Circuit Court

5 Judicial Districts in Illinois


1st judicial District

Cook County


Chicago

Remainder of state divided into 4 districts

Illinois Supreme Court


7 Judges

Requires 4 judges to reach a decision

Types of jurisdiction


Appellate Jurisdiction

Hear cases from lower courts


Original Jurisdiction

Cases being handled directly for the 1st time

Supreme Court Jurisdiction

Appellate  Jurisdiction



Main function

Hears appeals from lower courts

Appeals to Supreme Court

Death penalty cases are appealed directly to the Illinois Supreme Court

Organization & Jurisdiction of Appellate Courts

5 branches of Appellate Courts



One in each district

Number of judges in a district depends on:



Amount of activity



Amount of business

Circuit Courts


Illinois trial courts

Handle criminal or civil cases

Cases may be handled w/ or w/o juries

Appellate & Supreme Courts have no juries

Judicial Circuits


Area served by a Circuit Court


22 circuits

Cook County (Chicago) is circuit to itself

4 judicial districts are divided into circuits

At least one Circuit Court in each Judicial District

Types of Circuit Court Judges


Circuit Judges

Handle major cases



Elected to office

Associate Judges

Handle minor everyday cases

Appointed to office by Circuit Judge

Terms for judges

Supreme & Appellate Court Judges



10 years


Circuit Judges



6 years


Associate Judges



4 years

Eligibility for Illinois Court Judges


U.S. citizen

Licensed attorney in Illinois

Resident of unit selected in

Judicial Inquiry Board

Investigates misconduct & complaints against judges

Courts Commission

Power to discipline judges guilty of misconduct

States Attorney

Prosecutes violators of state & local laws

One elected in each county


4 year term

Eligibility


U.S. citizen

Licensed attorney in Illinois

Adams County States Attorney


Jon Barnard

ARTICLE VII

COUNTY & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Counties

Basic subdivision of a state


102 Illinois counties


Each county must elect:



County Board



Sheriff



County Clerk



Treasurer


Each county may elect



Coroner



Recorder



Assessor



Auditor

Townships


Subdivisions of counties

Municipalities


Cities


Villages


Incorporated Towns

Home Rule

Power of local govt. to do certain things for itself

W/O approval of General Assembly

Applies to cities w/ populations of 25,000 or more

Local govt. may pass regulations for:



Public health



Safety



Morals



Welfare



License



Incurring debt

Taxes




Limited by law





No income tax

No occupational taxes

Initiative

Voter action to begin or initiate a law or proposition

Referendum

Vote on issues other than candidates for office

Article VIII: Finance

State Budget

Prepared each year by the Governor

Presented to General Assembly for approval


Budget lists:

Expected state income

Expected money available

Projected expenditures


Covers fiscal year

Period covered by a budget

Auditor General


Keeps track of accounts


Performs audits



Checks the books

Article IX: Revenue

General assembly has exclusive power of taxation

State Income Tax

Flat % for each individual

Property Taxes


Must be uniform

Must be based on the value of the property

Property Tax Exemptions

Property belonging to  units of local government


School district property

Properties belonging to horticulture societies


Property for:



Schools



Religious groups



Cemeteries



Charitable purposes

ARTICLE X: EDUCATION

State is responsible to provide:

High quality of education

Free elementary through high school


Financing

State delegates powers to

Local school districts


School Boards

Limits on use of public funds for education

May not be used to support:



Private schools

Schools run by churches or religious groups

ARTICLE XI: Environment

Protection & maintenance of a healthy environment is the duty of:


State government


Each individual

ARTICLE XII: MILITIA

All able-bodied persons

Governor is commander-in-Chief

Can call to duty in emergencies



Riots



Natural disasters

Membership of actual organized militia


Trained, paid volunteers

ARTICLE XIII

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Prohibitions from holding office


Convictions



Felonies



Bribery



Perjury

Other notorious crimes

Public Transportation

Considered essential as a public service


Eligible for public funds

Regardless of public or private ownership

ARTICLE XIV

CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION

Constitutional Convention

3/5 vote of House & Senate

Question of Constitutional Convention must be on the ballot every 20 years

Amending the U.S. Constitution

3/5 vote of both houses may request Congress to call a Constitutional Convention

AMENDMENTS TO THE ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION

1st Amendment

Reduced House of Rep. from 177 to 118


Initiated by citizens



1st time in Ill. History

2nd Amendment

Reduced time period for sale of tax delinquent property from 2 years to 90 days

3rd Amendment

Courts allowed to deny bail in cases of serious crimes, punishable by life imprisonment or death

4th Amendment

Denial of bail to offenders posing a danger to the public



Attempted murder


Armed robbery



Aggravated arson



Heinous battery

Drug dealing near schools

5th Amendment

Changed voting age to 18

Reduced residency requirements to 30 days

8th Amendment


Governor Recall

Vote to remove a governor

Special election for new governor

